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FBI NEV/ORLS 

I035/M URGENT 6-21-67 CDC 
T£f DIRECTOR 62-109060 AND DALLAS 89-43 

'FROM -NEW ORLEANS 89-69 

/ 1 r" 

^ASSASSINATION' PRESIDENT JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY, 

Nt> Lfrywbo.'f -v-3 /760 

DALLAS, TEXAS, -NOVr- TWENTY-TWO, SIXIYIHREE, MISCELLANEOUS - 

■ Off>Cc. r f er 

INFO CONCERNING, GO: DALLAS* ^ , /*/ 7 

.THE NEW ORLEANS TIMES PICAYUNE, JUNE— TWENTYONE— TNSTANT, 



Qn*"' ? . 




REPORTED THAT PERRY R AYM 0 ND) 4 uS S 0 ON TUESDAY DISPUTED PART 
OF^\NATIONAL BROADCASTING CO* PROGRAM CONCERNING DISTRICT «/; . 

ATTORNH^JIM GARRISON’S ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION AND 
-SAID. .HE ^HAD ALWAYS TOLD THE ’’ABSOLUTE TRUTH" WHILE TESTIFYING. 

/Yd t/ p) i <"• ( #*>.» 6 n d,: 7 . ' rj 

IN THE CASE. THE ARTICLE REPORTED THAT -MBC-HAD QUOTED 
RUSSO AS SAYING HE HAD NOT TOLD TH Z &0 
THAT SHAW CONSPIRED WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD AND DAVID V. 

Etc 31 _jg !UN 2 "j' 1 q d 7 

FERRIE* RUSSO DENIED MAKING THE STATEMENT AND SAID HETtAD' 



TOLD THE "ABSOLUTE TRUTH". • 

THE ARTICLE REPORTED THAT WALTER SHERIDAN OF THE NBC 

NEWS STAFF QUOTED RUSSO AS SAYING HE. tfAS SQRRY HE EVER GOT 

• § ' / I 

INTO THE INVESTIGATION. , , 

END PAGE ONE. 
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PAGE TWO 

ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, RUSSO CLAIMED THAT VALTER 
SHERIDAN, NBC REPRESENTATIVE HAD "TWISTED" WHAT HE SAID. 

RUSSO SAID HE MEANT THAT HE WAS DISGUSTED WITH EFFECTS 
ON HIS PERSONAL LIFE. 

THE ARTICLE SAID THAT RUSSO CLAIMED HE HAS NEVER 
ACTUALLY TAKEN A LIE DETECTOR TEST. RUSSO CLAIMED THE 
OPERATOR COULD NOT GET A POSITIVE REACTION ON PRELIMINARY 
TEST -QUESTIONS. HE ALSO SAID THAT POSITIVE REACTIONS 

s 

AGAIN FAILED TO APPEAR ON THE TEST QUESTIONS MONDAY IN THE 
CRIMINAL COURTS BUILDING DURING ANOTHER PLOYGRAPH EXAMINA- * 
TION ATTEMPT. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, LEONARD GURVICH, 
-A S PARTNER IN GURVICH BROTHERS DETECTIVE AGENCY, SAID RUSSO * 

A - 

WAS "HIGHLY NERVOUS" WHEN HE ATTEMPTED TO GIVE HIM A PLOYGRAPH 
TEST SEVERAL MONTHS AGO. 

THE ARTICLE REPORTED THAT ED PLANER, NEWS DIRECTOR OF 
WDSU-TV , AN NBC AFFILIATE, SAID RUSSO’S VERSIONS OF HIS 
CONVERSATION WITH RICHARD TOVNLEY ARE NOT THE SAME AS THE 
DATED AND TIMED MEMO THAT TOVNLEY WROTE DURING THEIR 
CONVERSATIONS. THE ARTICLE REPORTED THAT A NEW YORK NBC 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

SPOKESMAN SAID TOWNLEY TALKED WITH RUSSO ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
BUT "DENIED TELLING HIM HE WAS WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE 
DEFENSE OR THREATENING TO RUIN RUSSO'S REPUTATION* ON 
THE CONTRARY, TOWNLEY SAYS IT WAS RUSSO WHO BROUGHT UP THE 
SUBJECT OF REPUTATION AND SAYS RUSSO ADMITTED THE DEFENSE 
COULD TEAR HIM APART". THE NBC SPOKESMAN WAS ALSO QUOTED 
AS SAYING - "RUSSO SUGGESTED TO TOWNLEY THAT TOWNLEY SHOULD 
ACT AS A GO-BETWEEN BETWEEN RUSSO AND THE DEFENSE LAWYERS. * • 

RUSSO SAID IF DEFENSE LAWYERS ASK HIM THE RIGHT QUESTIONS 
_AT THE TRIAL, THEN HE WILL VOICE HIS DOUBTS ABOUT IDENTIFYING 
CLAY SHAW." 

THE ARTICLE REPORTED THAT THE NBC SPOKESMAN SAID , 

flavtir* / IvAr. / 

TOWNLEY ISSUED A BLANKET DENIAL OF ANY -CfA* COMPLICITY AND 
THAT RUSSO EXPRESSED DOUBTS TO SHERIDAN, TOWNLEY AND PHELAN 
ON SEPARATE OCCASIONS THAT HIS PRE-TRIAL TESTIMONY WAS 
ENTIRELY TRUE. THE SPOKESMAN FOR NBC ALSO SAID THAT RUSSO 
ASKED THE NBC TEAM ON SEPARATE OCCASIONS TO "FIND A WAY OUT" 

END PAGE THREE 
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PAGE FOUR 

FOR HIM. THE SPOKESMAN WAS ALSO QUOTED AS SAYING "THIS IS 
THE SAME MAN WHO TOLD TOWNLEY IT IS NOW DIFFICULT FOR HIM 
TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN REALITY AND FANTASY." 

NEW ORLEANS STATES-ITEM, RED FLASH EDITION, JUNE 

^/. / 9&7 \/ 

JWtWT^ONE-INSTANT, REPORTED THAT JUDGE, EDWARD ^/HAG GERTY, 

JR. SAID TODAY HE IS KEEPING A "FULL FILE ON ALL VIOLATIONS" 
OF HIS CLAY SHAW TRIAL GUIDELINES AND DECLARED HE WILL "CITE 
CERTAIN PERSONS FOR CONTEMPT" WHEN THE CASE IS FINALLY 
CONCLUDED. THE ARTICLE STATED THAT IN A STATEMENT DELIVERED 
TO REPORTERS THIS MORNING, JUDGE HAGGERTY POINTED DIRECTLY AT 
TELEVISION NEWS MEDIA AND ITS NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BROAD- 
XASTERS CODE OF ETHICS. _ , 

» i.J / 

' •NEv’oRLEANS STATES-ITEM, FI NAL~ EDITION, JUNE PrfEN-WNE- 

\ / 

INSTANT*, REPORTED THAT J OSEPH^AULT , HEAD OF TRUTH AND 
CONSEQUENCES OF NEW ORLEANS, INC. TERMED THE NBC BROADCAST 
AS "OUTRAGEOS, SHOCKING AND AN INSULT TO AMERICAN SENSE 
OF FAIR PLAY." 



END PAGE FOUR 



PAGE FIVE 

THE ARTICLE REPORTED THAT GARRISON CHARGED THAT NBC 
STAFF MEMBERS INTERFERED WITH. AT LEAST ONE MORE STAtE WITNESS 

v / X f 1 f ' • 'c » 

MARLENE^MANCUSO, THE FORMER WIFE OF FUGITIVE WITNESS, 
GORDO^JWVEL. GARRISON RELEASED A STATEMENT FROM MISS 
MANCUSO IN WHICH SHE WAS QUOTED AS SAYING tHAT TOWNLEY TOLD 
HER GARRISON WOULD BE "DESTROYED". MISS. MANCUSO SAID THE 
TELEVISION NEWS MAN FIRST APPROACHED HER IN A ”VERY JUST" 
MANNER AND THEN "WHEN HE GOT THE FEELING THAT I TRUSTED 
HIM BEGAN TO CHANGE". HE SAID THEY WERE NOT MERELY GOING 
TO DISCREDIT THE PROBE HE SAID GARRISON WOULD GET A JAIL 
SENTENCE. THE ARTICLE REPORTED THAT MISS MANCUSO SAID 
TOWNLEY ATTEMPTED TO INDUCE HER TO APPEAR ON THE NBC PROGRAM 
BY TELLING HER A PRIOR INTERVIEW WOULD PUT HER IN A GOOD 

_ .3 

LIGHT WHEN SHE WAS FINALLY SUBPOENAED® — 

ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE GARRISON CALLED MISS MANCUSG°S 
STATEMENT "ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING 
COMPANY’S PROGRAM TO TORPEDO THE INQUIRY INTO PRESIDENT 
KENNEDY'S ASSASSINATION". GARRISON ALSO SAID IT "HELPS TO 



END PAGE FIVE 
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PAGE SIX 

CLARIFY THE GOVERNMENT’S ROLE IN OBSTRUCTING THE INVESTIGATION 
IF IT IS KEPT IN MIND THAT NBC IS OWNED BY THE RADIO 
CORPORATION OF AMERICA, ONE OF THE TOP TEN CORPORATIONS 
WITH REGARD TO FEDERAL DEFENSE CONTRACTS*" * 

THIS SAME ISSUE ALSO REPORTED THAT VERNON/BUNDY, A i 

— — ***i « i\ * 

WITNESS FOR THE STATE AGAINST CLAY L. SHAW MUST SERVE A 
PREVIOUS SUSPENDED SENTENCE FOR ATTEMPTED THEFT. THE 

13, IW 

ARTICLE REPORTED ON JUNE^THI-RTEEN, JUDGE BAGERT ORDERED BUNDY 
TO SERVE THE FULL YEAR IN PARISH PRISON WITH CREDIT FOR 



r 



TIME ALREADY SERVED* 

NO LHM- BEING SUBMITTED. 
END x 
BAP *; •; . 
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